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For Friend’s Review. 
THE EARLY FRIENDS AND THE OUTWARD 
“ORDINANCES.” 


Within a few weeks, a Pamphlet has been pub- 
lished and widely circulated, with the earnest re- 
commendation of a prominent Western Minister 
and Teacher, who pronounces it, in a card to the 
public press, to be : 

“An able and masterly address in favor of the 
ordinances ; which brings the question now be- 
fore the Friends’ Church in a way that cannot be 
ignored. Both sides,’’ he adds, ‘‘ must and will 
beheard. Wherever the right is God will defend 
i. Whatever the truth is, it will ultimately pre- 
vail. So be it. Amen.” D. Clark, M. D. 

Attracted by so strong an endorsement, the 
writer of this essay purchased and carefully read 
the pamphlet referred to; and has been led toa 
very different conclusion in regard to it. 

In the first place, after a close examination of 
that portion of the Address which is devoted to the 
consideration, from a Scripfural point of view, of 
the true Baptism and Supper of our Lord, there 
does not appear to be anything presented there, 
alculated to awaken a special interest, or to need 
4 Notice at this time. 

The writings of Elisha Bates, and of the Authors 
of the *‘Beacon,” have presented with greater 


ability and in a more loving and Christian spirit, 
the views of honest dissenters from those Spiritual 
doctrines of the Gospel of Christ, which have been 
always maintained by the Society of Friends ; and 
their arguments have been fully and tenderly an- 
swered by Joseph John Gurney and others, on 
various occasions. 

Whatever in this pamphlet is really new or origi- 
nal on that subject, seems so involved in its langu- 
age, or so unfair in its presentation, that it may 
safely be passed over without further comment. 

An early occasion will doubtless present for re- 
affirming and explaining, without controversy, the 
distinguishing views of our Branch of the Church 
of Christ, upon these and other points of Script- 
ural doctrine ; which may tend to satisfy any in- 
quiries and to settle any doubts that this renewed 
agitation of these questions may arouse. 

There is one portion of this pamphlet, however, 
that cannot be passed over, and to which the merit 
of novelty and originality may safely be accorded ; 
and that is, the repeated allegation that the Early 
Friends not only tolerated, but practiced among 
themselves, the outward ‘‘ ordinances ;’’ and that 
the modern exclusion of them is ‘‘ revolutionary.” 

This unfounded assertion, the writer of the 
pamphlet proceeds to support by mutilated ex- 
tracts from the writings of the approved authoritiés 
of our Church ; and. by grouping together wholly 
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disconnected passages, so interweaving them with 
perverted constructions and ingenious comments, 
as to make the writers whom he affects to quote, 
appear to say precisely the opposite of what they 
really do say, and this often in portions of the 
very paragraphs so cut to pieces in order to ac- 
complish that great wrong. 

An English writer affirms that such action is 
simply a forgery, whether of opinions, or of testi- 
mony, when thus placed over the name of any 
person, in a manner to make him responsible for 
sentiments that he never entertained or uttered. 

It is therefore needful, for the protection of those 
who may not have access to the original writings 
of the Early Friends to place, once for all, within 
their reach some evidence of the untruthfulness of 
such allegations. 

The author of this pamphlet says in the Preface, 
bage tv.: 

‘« The zeal with which this has been prosecuted, 
has kept pace with a total misapprehension of the 
true spirit of Quakerism, and she original position 
of the Society in reference to the ordinances. This 
has been a burden to many in the Church, who 
could not be imposed upon by the false and tradi- 
tional interpretations of Scripture to which they 
were compelled to listen. Not only so, they knew 
that great injustice was being done to the Fathers 
and great wrong to the Church.” 

Again, on page viii. [/tadics in quotations ours] 

As to my appeal to the declarations of Early 
Friends I have spoken advisedly and hold myseif 
responsible for a fair construction of their mean- 
ing.” 

In the pamnhlet, page 24, he says: 

‘* Under these circumstances it is no matter of 
surprise that the Josition of the Early Friends 
was one of indifference as to the outward obser- 
vance of baptism and the Lord's Supper. That is, 
that a man might de a Friend and a Christian,* in 
the full sense of those words, whether he did or did 
not participate in these rites. That this was the 
right position for them, and ought never to have 
been departed from, is most reasonable. eit 
That such, and nothing more or less, was the 
original standpoint of the Quakers, we shall prove 
beyond the reach of cau.” 

Passing over varied reiterations of these state- 
ments there will be found, on sage 77, this aston- 
ishing re affirmation of them: 

‘*We have already examined the real attitude of 
our forefathers, as to their tolerance of thought 
and practice, more or less, of these ‘outward 
signs ;’ and no amount of murmuring about ‘ garb- 
ling’ or ‘misrepresentation,’ can impeach the re- 
cord. ‘That such record has found a resurrection, 
ts, we fear a great grief to such as prefer the bliss 
of ignorance to the folly of being wise." 

To all this it is only needful to oppose the facts of 
the case, to prove conclusively that no such diver- 
sity of Doctrine or Practice, on the subject of the 
outward ordinances, ever existed, at any time, in 
the history of the Society of Friends. 


—_—— 


* Of course no one questions that he can be a true Christian, 


The appended statements of Penn, Barclay, Fox, 
Burrough and others (and which might have been 
multiplied a hundred-fold), will show that they 
have been entirely misrepresented in the assertion 
that they, or any of the Early Friends, ever be. 
lieved in, or sanctioned, or practiced any form of 
Water Baptism, or of the communion of bread and 
wine in the outward Supper; or ever admitted 
such practices among their associates, or secretly 
connived at them. 

The ‘* ome Supper they owned’’ was the Spiritual 
communion of our Lord and Saviour in the hearts 
of His believing children, and in the assemblies of 
His Church, to which the old types and shadows 
pointed. The ‘‘one Baptism they owned,” or 
knew in their Church, was Christ’s Baptism of the 
Holy Spirit and of Fire; which had been pre- 
figured in the Water Baptism of John, that they 
declared the Lord Jesus had fulfilled, and ended, 
in His coming. 

Passing now, to the specific allegations, we find 
in regard to 

WILLIAM PENN, 


in the pamphlet, on page 25, these words: ‘Wm, 
Penn says, in his ‘ Key,’ that to say the ‘ Quakers 
deny’ baptism and the Supper, is one of the 
‘vulgar apprehensions’ and ‘perversions of our 
enemies.’ He then gives some reasons why they 
‘leave them off,’ but flatly declares that ‘the 
people called Quakers cannot be said to deny them: 
that is too hard a word.’” [Jtalics, as in pamph- 
let. 

kote, in the preface of the pamphlet (page x#), 
we find a reference to this passage from Wm. 
Penn’s Key: 

‘¢ The same book in which, however, he does say, 
that ‘ the people called Quakers cannot be said to 
deny them (i. e., Baptism and the Supper), shat és 
too hard a word.’ Now, after such a declaration, 
when it is said that we were raised up to deny and 
to testify against these things, let it be repelled as 
a slander upon the memory of the work of these 
good men, raised up of God for a far different 
business.’’ 

Let us turn to the passage in Penn’s ‘ Ke 
opening the way to distinguish between the Quakers’ 
Religion and perversions of it,” and see what he 
really does say, in the passage misquoted. [We 
give Penn's italics and capitals.) ‘* Perversiont: 
That the Quakers deny the two great Sacraments or 
Ordinances of the Gospel—Baptism and the Sup- 
per.” ‘* Principal: Whatever is truly and properly 
a Gospel Ordinance they desire to own and practice. 
But they observe no such language in the Scripture as 
in the Reflection. They do confess the Practice of 
John's Baptism, and the Supper is to be found 
there; but Practice only ts no Institution. ...+ 
‘It is their Belief that no Figures or Signs are 
Perpetual, or of Institution under the Gospel ad- 
ministration, when Christ who is the Substance of 
them is come. “It were to overthrow 
the whole Gospel Dispensation, and to make the 
Coming of Christ of none Effect, to render Signs 
and Figures of the ature of the Gospel; whichis 












Inward, Spiritual and Eternal.” or 

«It is sufficient to them (the Quakers) that Water 
Baptism was John’s and not Christ’s. (See Matt. 
iii, 72: Acts t. 5.) That Jesus never used it ( John 
jv. 2). That it was no part of Paul’s commission, 
which if it were Evangelical and of Duration, it 
certainly would have been. (J/ Cor. i. 75, 16, 27.) 

‘‘ And that there is but One Baptism, as well as 
One faithand One Lord ( Eph. iv, 56,). And that 
Baptism ought to be ot the same Nature with the 
Kingdom of which it is an Ordinance; and that is 
Spiritual. 

«The same holds also as to the Supper; both 
alluding to Old Jewish Practices, and used as a 
signification of a near and accumplishing work, 
viz.: The Substance they represented.” ..... . 

‘¢ Hence it is that the People called Quakers can- 
not be said to Deny them ; that is 400 harda Word ; 
but they truly feeling, in themselves, the very Thing 
which outward Water, Bread and Wine do signify, 
or point forth (to say nothing here of that Abuse, 
and what in that Case may be argued from the 
instance of Hezekiah’s taking away the Brazen 
Serpent by God’s command), they leave them off, 
as fulfilled in Christ, who is in them the Hope of 
thir Glory: and henceforth they have but One 
Lord, One Faith, One Baptism, One Bread, and 
but one Cup of Blessings, and that is the Vew wine 
of the Kingdom of God which is within.”” [en's 
Works, Vol. II, P. 786, 787—Ed, 1726.] 

It will be seen that by cutting off at a semicolon 
the sentence quoted—and italicizing and wholly 
misinterpreting the few words extracted—William 
Penn is made fo say exactly the opposite of what he 
does say ; in this and in many other places. 

In his ‘‘ Reply to the Bishop of Cork,’’ who 
charged the Quakers with ‘‘ rejecting the ordi- 
nances of Christ,’’ William Penn most ably and 
Scripturally defends the position, universally held 
by the Society of Friends, in regard to the 
Spiritual Nature of Christ’s Baptism and Supper. 
And in an Essay entitled ‘‘ Quakerism a new 
nickname for Old Christianity,’’ in answering a 
charge that they ‘‘ dented the Supper,’ he heads 
chapter XVI with the caption: ‘"Zhe Supper he 
says we deny, not denied but fulfilled; and pro- 
ceeds to establish the faith and practice of the 
Society of Friends, by Scriptural proof. 


ROBERT BARCLAY. 


Robert Barclay, in his ‘* Zruth cleared of 
Calumnies,’’ P. 29, thus disavows for the Quakers, 
as William Penn did, the term ‘‘ deny,’’ as applied 
to Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, in their 
oe significance. [J/atcs and capitals, Bar- 
clay’ s. 

“We do indeed own these things in the true 
acceptation and meaning of them, and in the sub- 
stance and reality: though we deny 
them in your acceptation, which only comprehends 
the Shadow that passeth away. If Baptism, which 
truly the Baptism of Christ we own, and par- 
ticipation of the Body and Blood of Christ, which 
Steally so; I say, if these things be really owned 
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by us, as they are indeed, can we be said to deny 
them, because we use not the shadow.” 

The reader will appreciate the great wrong done 
to these able Expounders of the Spiritual Gospel of 
our Lord and Saviour, as well as to the Truth itself, 
by wresting their words, to an apparent declara- 
tion of the precise reverse of the meaning, they 
themselves so plainly attach to them. 

This pamphlet contains many such perversions, 
Take, for instance, its statements in regard to the 
‘* Apologies’’ of Barclay and others, for their 
views of Christian Doctrine. Thus, on page 24, 
we read: ‘‘ Robert Barclay closes eighty pages of 
‘apologies’ for ‘disuse,’ with these words,”’ etc. 

Now although the word ‘‘ apologies” is given 
in the pamphlet with quotation marks, it nowhere 
occurs in Barclay’s Treatise, nor any expression 
bearing such a signification. It is well known that 
this great work was originally written in Latin; 
and that the word ‘* A4fo/ogia’’ was in constant 
use among the Schoolmen of his day, and signifies 
A Defence of, or A Treatise on behalf of, literally ; 
and has always been so universally understood. 
The attempt to distort its obvious meaning, at this 
late day, may impose on the ignorant; but will 
hardly reflect credit on its author. 

A greater wrong, however, is done Robert Bar- 
clay in the mutilation of his closing paragraph in 
regard to the outward Supper ; where a short sen- 
tence of the original, covering the very point at 
issue, and other explanatory words, are entirely 
omitted ; and the quotation is closed in the mid- 
dle of the concluding paragraph; which, if fully 
presented, would have rendered impossible any 
misunderstanding of his meaning. 

The parts omitted are here simply bracketed ; 
while the italics and capitals are Barclay’s own.— 
[Zd. 169r.—] 

«« XJ. Lastly: If any- now at this day froma 
true Tenderness of Spirit, and with real Conscience 
towards God did practise this Ceremony in the 
same Way [Method], and Manner as did the 
Primitive Christians recorded in Scripture, 
[which yet none, that I know now do], I should 
not doubt to affirm but that they might be /n- 
dulged in it; [and the Zord might regard them, 
and fora season Afpear to them in the Use of 
these things; as many of us have known Him to 
do to us in the Zime of our Ignorance ;] provid- 
ing always, that they did not seek to Odtrude these 
upon others, nor Judge such as found themselves 
Delivered, or that they do not fertinaciously Ad- 
here to them. [For we certainly know that the 
Day is Dawned, in which God hath arisen, and 
hath dismissed all those Ceremonies and Rites, 
and is only to be Worshipped in Spirit; and that 
He Appears to them who wait upon Him; and 
that to Seek God in these things, is with Mary 
at the ‘Sepulchre, To seek the Living among the 
Dead. For we know that He is Arisen, and Re- 
vealed in Spirit, leading His Children out of these 
Rudiments ; that they may Wade with Him in His 
Light : To whom be Glory forever, Amen.]” 


(To be concluded.) 
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For Friends’ Review. 


An Address to the Divided Portions of the Once 
United Society of Friends. 


Dear Friends: As I look around and behold 
(with the mind's eye) the present condition of our 
beloved Society, the rents and divisions that have 
sundered it at various points in late years, as well 
as former, my spirit has been clothed with mourn- 
ing, and the query has arisen in my mind—Can 
our Redeemer’s name be glorified or His Kingdom 
extended by the rents and divisions of His people ? 

If it can be, why, then, was that earnest and re- 
peated petition offered in His memorable prayer 
recorded in the seventeenthchapter of the Gospel of 
St. John—that His people may be one. ‘ As 
Thou, Father, art in me, and | in Thee, that they 
also may be one in us.’’ With this cogent reason 
assigned, ‘‘ That the world may believe that thou 
hast sent me.” ‘‘ The world,” not His disciples 
only, but that those also who are not His fol- 
lowers, beholding the love and unity existing 
among His disciples, might be convinced and won, 
might believe ‘‘ Zhat the Father has sent him.” 

Dear Friends, is it not time for us, individually 
and as a people, to dwell less on the minor points 
of diversity of views, existing among us, tending 
to scatter, and seek more earnestly and prayerfully 
after the vital points of union which may yet tend 
to unite and centre us as a living Evangelistic 
Church, abiding in our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
subject to His guidance and direction, who is the 
Holy Head of His universal Church? ; 

In much love, your Friend and sister in Christ 
Our Saviour, Etmina T. Corrin. ” 

Towa Falls, la., roth mo., 28, 1885. 


[The writer of the above is 81 years old. She 
has a mind vigorous and active in the cause of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, and has been much grieved 


because of the separations that have taken place in 
the Society of Friends. ] 


EARLHAM COLLEGE. 


Extract from the President's Annual Report. 


Biblical Department.—One year ago your Board 
authorized the adoption of a special course of 
study, in which the English Bible should hold the 
principal place. The establishment of this depart- 
ment was an attempt to meet the wants of a large 
and increasing number of persons—Ministers, 
Bible-school teachers, Missionaries, and other 
Christian workers—who feel the need of an ex- 
tended and systematic course of Bible study as a 
better preparation for their labors. It was nowise 
intended that the students in this course should be 
limited to those whose gifts as Ministers have been 
acknowledged by the Church, or who believe 
themselves called to the Ministry. Only one, of 
the four students pursuing this course last year, was 
a recorded Minister. And yet, if properly sus- 
tained and directed, the relation of this depart- 
ment of Earlham College to the Ministry in our 


Society must, in course of time, become a very 

important one. In entering upon the work, the 

Faculty fully endorse the doctrine which has 

always been regarded as a fundamental one in our 

Society, that it is the prerogative of the great 

Head of the Church alone to select and call the 

Ministers of His Gospel, and that ‘‘ the enduement 

of power from on high”’ is absolutely essential to 

the Christian Ministry. But while the Church 

cannot confer spiritual gifts, it is its duty to recog. 

nize and promote their efficiency in its members 

by all the means in its power. ‘lhat the depart- 

ment of Bible study in the College may become a _ 
valuable instrument in assisting to ‘‘ thoroughly 

furnish’? some young Friends who are called into 

the Ministry, isa matter of great moment to Indi- 

ana and Western Yearly Meetings. Many students 

who desire to avail themselves of the advantages of 

this course are unable to enter upon the study of 

the written word in the original tongues, but are 

competent to profit greatly by a thorough course 

of study in the English Bible. It was deemed ad.- 

visable at first to provide for the needs of this 

class of students. The course of study is, there- 

fore, elementary and imperfect, but the results of 
last year’s experience were such as to fully estab- 

lish the value of this department of our work. It 

is greatly to be hoped that the time is not far dis- 
tant when this course of study may be made to 

include the Hebrew language and more extended 

work in Scripture exegesis and Church History. A 

special endowment fund for the support of this 

chair is one amongst the prominent needs of the 
College. 


Religious Interest.—For years Earlham College 
has been distinguished by the earnest religious life 
existing amongst its students. In his report for the 
year 1880-81, President Moore said: ‘‘ The Col- 
lege remains to be—as was originally intended— 
not only [an institution] for affording instruction 
in literature and science, but also for the cultiva- 
tion of purer tastes and higher aims ; and to induce 
students to act on the conviction that every life 
falls far below its true mission that is not a devoted 
Christian life.” The last year has been marked by 
a gratifying zeal amongst the students in various 
lines of Christian work—both within and outside 
of the College. The organization of branches of 
the Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. A. has proved benes 
ficial in this regard. Under the auspices of these 
Associations three Mission Bible Schools were con- 
ducted in the vicinity of the College, and meetings 
for worship were held—all with abundant evidence 
that the Christian zeal of the students was blessed 
of the Lord. The Foreign Missionary Society en- 
rolled amongst its members a large proportion of 
the students and officers, and the addresses and 
papers presented at its regular meetings did much 
to arouse an interest in the cause of Christian 
Missions. 

Need of Increased Endowment.—The rapid 
growth of the College department noted above may 
be regarded as a result, in part, at least, of the in- 
creased number of high schools and academies In 
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the two Yearly Meetings, which have courses of 
study preparatory to the College. Of these there 
are now ten, as follows: Spiceland Academy, 
Amboy Academy and Fairmount Academy in In- 
diana Yearly Meeting; Union High School, 
Thorntown High School, Central Academy, 
Bloomingdale Academy, Vermillion Academy, 
New London High School and Sand Creek Semi- 
nary in Western Yearly Meeting. Add to this 
list Raisin Valley Seminary and Damascus 
Academy, in Ohio Yearly Meeting, and we have 
twelve schools of high grade within the field of 
Earlham’s patronage which are entirely or largely 
controlled by Friends. Several of these have en- 
dowment funds, aggregating in all fifty thousand 
dollars, giving them assurance of a good degree of 
permanence as preparatory schools to Earlham 
College. The increasing number of these schools, 
while it greatly, promotes the progress of higher 
education in the Church and rapidly increases the 
number of Friends’ children asking for admission 
to the College classes, has a tendency to diminish 


‘ the patronage of the Preparatory department of 


Earlham, from which much of the revenue of the 
College has heretofore been derived. Many more 
young Friends than formerly are receiving an ad- 
vanced education under the instruction of Friends, 
and now are prepared to. profit by the advantages 
of the College, but the College is less able to place 
its advantages within their reach. Numerous Col- 
leges, sustained by other denominations, or by the 
State, are located within Earlham’s field. Many 
of these Colleges are well endowed, and are 
thereby able to offer free tuition and a reduction of 
expenses to worthy students of limited means, to 
which class many young Friends belong. Because 
of its meagre endowment, the cost of tuition and 
boarding at Earlham 1s quite beyond the reach of 
alarge number of Friends. That is to say, the 
Society of Friends in the interior of the United 
States is unable to compete successfully, through its 
leading College, with other Churches and the State 
for THE EDUCATION OF ITS OWN YOUTH. This, 
too, in the face of the fact that for years past the 
sentiment im favor of higher education amongst 
Friends has been steadily rising, and a pronounced 
preference is manifested amongst the sons and 
daughers of Friends for a Friends’ College, other 
things being equal. This latter fact ought to stimu- 
late the Church to make Earlham equal in every 
Tespect to the best Colleges in the land, and to 
place its advantages within the reach of all’ whose 
talents and attainments entitle them thereto. Jn 
oraer that this may be done, the endowment of 
Earlham must be greatly increased. The need for 
assistance in this direction is immediate and im- 
perative. JOsEPH JOHN MILLs, President. 


Bap as the world is, respect is always paid to 


virtue. In the usual course of human affairs it will 
be found that a plain understanding, joined to ac 
knowledged worth, contributes more to prosperity 
than the brightest parts without probity or honor. 


REVIEW. 


OUR LONDON LETTER. 

Probably Christians of all denominations will 
share in one feeling of regret at the unexpected 
decease of the Bishop of Manchester, who has 
been taken from his sphere of usefulness at the 
comparatively early age (for a bishop) of sixty- 
seven years. ‘To those of his own religious per- 
suasion, who can ill afford to part with so able and 
popular a champion at a time like the present, 
when great changes in the Established Church are 
openly discussed, it must seem inscrutable that he 
should be taken from them at an age when they 
might reasonably look forward to a continuance of 
his valuable service for some time to come. But 
God’s ways are not as our ways, and He well knows 
how to carry on His work upon the earth, with or 
without our poor instrumentalities, as seemeth Him 
best. 

Dr. Fraser’s character was remarkably manly 
and straightforward. He was self denying, al- 
most to a fault. From the time of his elevation to 
the Episcopal Bench in 1870, he set to work and 
reorganized the affairs of the Church throughout 
his important northern diocese. At all kinds of 
public meetings he was to be seen and heard, he 
spoke out his mind on every subject that could in- 
terest the people ; and ifsome critics smiled at the 
spectacle of a bishop so ubiquitous and: so out- 
spoken, still he held on his course, evidently under 
a sense that this was his own line of duty. Thus 
it came to pass that to an unusual degree he won 
the ear and the confidence of the laboring classes. 
He was so remarkably large-hearted and catholic 
in spirit as to be sometimes called the ‘‘ Bishop of 
all denominations.’ In politics Dr. Fraser was a 
decided liberal, but (as may be supposed of such 
a man) ‘‘ his appearances in the House of Lords 
were few and far between; he was too busy a man 
to waste much time in the Gilded Chamber.” 
Though we may conscientiously differ from him in 
religious views, yet, we may profit by the example 
of his useful and devoted life—a life whose worth 
may be fitly described, ‘‘ Work while it is day.” 

London, Tenth mo, 24th, 1885. 


. 
-—-- —- — 


For Friends’ Review. 


GURNEY’S ESSAYS IN SPANISH. 


It may be interesting to Friends both in New 
York and New England Yearly Meetings, to know 
that the translation of ‘‘ Gurney’s Essays on Chris- 
tianity,” issued at the expense of the Mosher Fund 
of those two Yearly Meetings, has been not only 
well received by the missionaries of other denomin- 
ations, but also highly commended by them. 

The director of the Theological Seminary of the 
Northern Presbyterian Mission.has ordered thirty 
copies to supply one to each of his students, and 
the Methodist Superintendent at Guadalajara, has 
also ordered one for each of the native ministers on 
his circuit. 

Several missionaries have expressed their prefer- 
ence for our translation over that of Villanueva. 
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Bremen, and Presbyterian missionaries in Bogota. 
Dr. Gulick reported a striking incident of Corean 
merchants, trading in the interior of China, who 
were greatly interested to find the Lord’s Prayer in 
their own tongue in a copy of the Bible Society 
Record of last May, which a colporteur of the 
Society had received by mail a few weeks atter it 
was printed. 

Grants of books were made for benevolent dis- 
tribution in the United States and in foreign lands, 
the aggregate value of which was about $4,300, 
and funds to the amount of $1,100. 

Three auxiliary societies were recognized in 
Kansas, three in Arkansas, and one in each of the 
States of Nebraska, Texas, and West Virginia. 

The total receipts for October were $34,802.39. 
The total issues of the Scriptures from the Bible 
House were 65,407 volumes.— Official Circular. 


RURAL, 


A Contrast oF GrassEs.—Timothy is well 
adapted to clay soil, rich enough to produce a good 
growth, but will not hold in a sod so well as 
orchard grass; and, if the purpose is to make a 
permanent seeding, the latter is better, if one 
variety only is to be relied upon. Orchard grass, 
when once set in the soil, is perpetual, and no 
other seems able to crowd it out. I sowed it ona 
lawn, thirty years ago, and it holds its place good 
yet; I have a field sown four years ago last Spring, 
when clover and timothy were also sown; but the 
latter have almost disappeared, whilé the orchard 
grass covers the ground. This grass is early to 
start in Spring, early in maturing—some two weeks 
ahead of timothy or red top—and will, on rich 
land, make two or three crops in one season of hay 
of fair quality. For pasturage it is good, if kept 
closely fed ; if allowed to run to head it becomes 
rather hard, and is not readily eaten by stock. It 
may be as nutritious, but it is tough when near 
maturity, and is neglected for other grasses by all 
grazing stock; but, when young and fresh from 
the soil, it is readily eaten, and affords an abun- 
dance of feed. The quality of hay is fair, but 1s 
not quite equal to timothy and clover, nor will it 
produce so much on newly-seeded land ; but it has 
the advantage of permanency, while timothy needs 
frequent renewal. 

For the farmer who has grain land, and follows 
rotation of crops, his land lying in grass only two 
years in succession, there is little to recommend 
orchard over timothy ; for the quantity and quality 
of product on such frequent seeding is usually less. 
Thave a field which was seeded on wheat in the 
Spring of ’83, where eight pounds red clover was 
sown, four quarts timothy, and two bushels orchard 
grass, per acre. The field has been twice mown— 
in 84 and '85—and the aftermath pastured. The 
first crop of hay was 50 per cent. or more clover ; 
the second mowing, that of ’85, had very little 
Clover, but about equal parts of timothy and 
orchard grass; and now the aftermath appears to 
be wholly of orchard grass, which will doubtless 
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prevail the following season. From such experi- 
ence I draw the conclusion that, where grass is the 
leading interest of the farm, and the plow is used 
to remove and re-seed the grass, giving but little 
importance to grain-growing, orchard grass has 
much to recommend it above timothy, and, per- 
haps, above other grass common to our State for 
hay and pasture. 

Here in Western New York, however, conditions 
are somewhat different. Grain growing isa leading 
interest above grass-growing. Hence, we give 
preference to clover and timothy, both for the 
cheaper seeding and the equally good or better re- 
turn for the time our lands lay in grass, seldom 
more than two years, and commonly but one year. 
In Eastern and Central New York, as well as in 
New England, it would seem to me that orchard 
grass would be valuable above others in common 
cultivation. Some practical writers on grasses 
have given prominence to it under all circum- 
stances. One says he never knew a farmer to try 
it who failed to continue its use, as preferable to 
timothy and clover. But [%think that%the grain- 
grower who expects to seed land every fourth or 
fifth year, to lay in grass but two years, will hardly 
be persuaded to pay $8 or $10 per acre for orchard 
grass and clover seed, when timothy and clover 
for a like seeding will cost but one-eighth of that 
amount, with the prospect of an equal return for 
the period he wishes it to stay. 

For a seeding of orchard grass alone, four 
bushels per acre is not too much ; but, when mixed 
with timothy and clover—which I recommend— 
two or three bushels will cover the ground well 
after the second year. On the soil of an inquirer 
—‘‘rather hard clay and gravel’?—I would sow 
of orchard grass three bushels (it is a light, chaffy 
seed, weighing but fourteen pounds per bushel) 
and six quarts timothy in Fall; September is not 
too early; and early in April or the latter part of 
March, sow four pounds alsike clover per acre— 
presuming it to be sown on Winter wheat or rve. 
Or, if the main object is to get the earliest seeding 
to grass, if the ground is put in fine tilth it may 
be sown in August or early September, when all 
may be sown at one time, and slightly covered 
with a bush-drag, or by passing a light roller over 
the field; but no grain crop should be sown with 
it. Seeding in this manner will produce a full 
crop the following season. It may be feared that 
clover will be killed by the frosts of Winter; but 
if sown so early as September rst, there will be no 
failure. Orchard grass is sold by nearly all seeds- 
men ; the price has been in years past about two 
dollars per bushel; but I have not noticed quotations 
recently.—F. P. Root, in WV. Y. Tribune. 


Fruca.ity is good if liberality is joined with it. 
The first is leaving off superfluous expenses ; the last 
bestowing them to the benefit of others that need. 
The first without the last begins covetousness; the 
last without the first begins prodigality: both to- 
gether make an excellent temper. 
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PHILADELPHIA, ELEVENTH MO. 21, 1885. 


Not In Vain.—In a recent discourse addresed 


_ to young men by J. W. Kimball, an instructive 


thought was suggested, as to the fullness of mean- 
ing in the commandment, ‘‘ Thou shalt not take 
the name of the Lord thy God in vain.” 

Of course this condemns irreverence and pro- 
fanity, and shuts out all light and familiar use of the 
Divine name. But, is this all? The Israelites, being 
the chosen people of God, were permitted to know 
Him by His name Jehovah ; they were His people, 
and He was their God. Thus they took His name. 
Woe unto them if they took it upon them un- 
worthily, so as to discredit it before the heathen or 
among themselves ! 

So, also, do those who take the name of Chris- 
tians need to see to it, that not in vain they allow 
themselves to be called disciples of Him who was 
‘*holy, harmless, undefiled ;’”” who went about 
doing good ; who gave Himself for the life ot the 
world. Very vain will be all profession of Chris- 
tianity, unless it be accompanied with a life that fol- 
lows the example of Christ; and vain also will be 
every endeavor to imitate that example, unless 
grace makes real that life which is ‘hid with 
Christ in God.”? 

READING THE BisLE IN MEETINGS.—In England, 
many Friends are now cautiously feeling their way 
on this subject; which, in several parts of this 
country, has passed beyond the stage of questioning. 
In the late correspondence of the (London) Friend, 
both aspects of it have been fairly presented. A 
few extracts may interest our readers. 

F. J. Thompson, of Bridgewater, England, writes 
thus of the meeting which he attends: 

‘There is no rule against reading the Bible at 
such times, nor have we any rule for its reading. 
It is a voluntary act; an offering from one or 
auother present, with comments or otherwise, and 
is acceptable to the Friends assembled, occasion- 
ally opening the way for other service. It was not 
always as I now report, but forbearing and bearing 
has overcome the difficulty, even so that the most 
opposed himself became a reader. 

‘* As regards reading the Bible in our meetings, 
then, there is liberty, and there must be liberty ; 
yet it is well to see that this liberty is not a cause 
of offence to any. On the other hand, Friends 


must be careful not to ‘quench the smoking flax.’ ° 


Surely, as Jesus turned to the Scriptures to edify 
the congregation at Nazareth, we cannot be wrong 
in following His example.” 


Sarah Southall, of Birmingham, says : 


‘«Ts there not a too confident hope with some of 
our leading friends that the outward silence which 
falls upon the gathered assembly, indicates a gene. 
ral preparedness for worship? That it is so with 
some we cannot doubt, but in a mixed company, 
whether larger or smaller, composed of individuals 
in very different stages of religious experience and 
of various age, this cannot be supposed to be the 
case with all. How many, too, assemble oppressed 
with business or domestic perplexities, which will 
intrude against their best desires, and might not 
the reading of Holy Scripture help to lift the mind 
to higher things, and more earnest prayer for de. 
liverance? Besides, should we not bear a testi- 
mony to our fellow-believers of other denomina. 
tions and to the outside world, of our deep value of 
this Divine revelation ?” 


Thomas Swann, of Lisburn: 


‘¢Our congregation consists very largely of the 
lower classes—hand-loom weavers, artisans, and 
farm laborers, together with.a sprinkling of sub. 
stantial farmers, and the officers (both male and 
female) of a large boarding school. We have 
members who never received any education what- 
ever, and who never perused a single book through 
and through in all their lives. A few others, either 
from age or deficient education, would find it very 
difficult to read a chapterin the Bible. While some 
are well educated, and know a great deal about 
Friends and their beliefs and usages, perhaps the 
majority are persons of small education, who know 
extremely little about our Society, or the spiritual 
character of its writings. 

‘¢ As far as I have been able to gather the sense 
of our particular meeting, all are agreed that, under 
the circumstances, it is right that the Scripture 
should be read, and the practice has been carried 
out for nearly ten years. I am well aware that 
anything, however excellent in itself, may easily be 
allowed to degenerate into a form; but I think that 
formality could not be laid to our charge. Itis 
believed among us that the public reading of the 
Scriptures is a blessing to our meeting. I think I 
am quite inside the mark when I say that it is the 
reverent trust and belief of many of our congrega- 
tion that the seal of the Holy Spirit has been set on 
our public acknowledgment of the authority and 
weight of the Scriptures.”’ 


W. Kitching, Jr., of Southport : 


‘Tt may, however, be objected by some that if 
there is a want of life in a meeting it is useless to 
trust to the mere reading of a chapter from the 
Bible as a means of imparting that life. But what, 
it may be replied, is the alternative where there 1s 
little or no ministry? Is not a prolonged time of 
silence enjoyable to minds accustomed to inward 
communion, but not so certainly profitable to the 
young, many of whose mindsare apt to be occupied 
with wandering thoughts, or to others not yet 
awakened to a sense of spiritual need? The argu- 
ment that, if a meeting is in a right state there 
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be no occasion for thus occupying the time set 
apart for public worship, is one that might pre- 
clude the employment of every instrumentality in- 
tended to promote our moral and religious well- 
being.” 

Norman Penney: 


** Were it to be generally understood that the 
occasional reading of the Bible as an act of indi- 
vidual religious duty was an acceptable part of the 
vocal service of our meetings, doubtless some loving 
disciples of the Master would find a little work for 
Him in the simple reading of a few verses in our 
regular meetings, prompted at the time by His 
Spirit, though they might not feel called to the 
greater work of preaching and prayer.” 


William Taylor: 


‘‘We have read the Scriptures in our evening 
meeting for fourteen years. When first it was pro- 
posed, some suggested it should be entered in the 
Book of Meetings as a reading meeting at 6 o'clock ; 
Meeting for worship at 6.30. At our last Monthly 
Meeting this was altered, and it will in future stand 
as a meeting for worship at 6 o'clock. We are 
now not the only meeting in our Monthly Meeting 
where the Bible is regularly read. 

‘‘ The reading has had a marked effect on our 
attendance. 

‘* We have been the only meeting in our Monthly 
Meeting that has on more than one occasion re- 
ported our evening meeting as ‘ well attended’. We 
have not unfrequently had a larger attendance in 
the evening than in the morning. 

‘* A subject that has been alluded to in the min- 
istry in our morning meeting is often the theme of 
the chapters read in the evening. Strangers that 
are at our meeting have often expressed surprise at 
the numbers present, and our late dear friend John 


Dodshon, on what I believe was the last time we. 


had the privilege of his attendance in an evening, 
as we walked out of meeting, said to me, ‘I wish 
we could see anything like this in our meeting.’ ”’ 


James Backhouse : 


‘¢In connection with this proposal, I venture to 
ask one or two simple questions: 

‘¢y, Where among all the Christian sects and 
communities which do regularly read the Bible in 
their religious assemblies can we find a greater ac- 
quaintance with and knowledge of Scripture than 
we find among Friends, taking equal numbers as 
the criterion ? 

‘¢2, Is it not the practice among Friends, to a 
very large extent, privately to read a portion of 
Scripture on rising in the morning? And is it not 
also the general—almost universal—practice of our 
members, to read the Bible publicly in the family, 
before or after breakfast? 1 believe it is. If so,— 
unless we imagine that ‘quantity rather than 
quality’ is the all-important matter (which surely 
cannot be !) why should that which in most families 
has just been done, both individually and col- 
lectively, have to be done over again ?”’ 


Charles Thompson : 


‘lam not ignorant of the fact that incidertal 
allusion has frequently been made to the subject in 
our Yearly Meeting, but it has generally subsided 
upon the understanding that there was no actual 
prohibition in the case of any Friend under a 
manifestation of duty, and in his individual capa- 
city, reading a portion of Scripture in. such a 
gathering. 

‘¢But the proposition now under review goes 
much further than the allowance of such liberty, 
and. clearly means the institution of the regular 
practice in our meetings for Divine worship! I most 
respectfully submit that this innovation is hardly 
open for discussion within the limits of the Society 
of Friends.” 


M. P. Hack: 


‘¢ With regard to public Scripture reading and 
instruction might not each meeting make its own 
arrangements? In mission and other meetings, 
composed largely of the uneducated, we believe that 
the Holy Spirit often directs the leaders, as they 
seek to be guided, to read the portion of Scripture 
specially suited to the occasion. And here I would 
say that I desire to encourage all who conduct the 
mission meetings of Friends to conduct them in 
accordance with those principles which, carried 
out in their entirety, lead to the highest blessing to 
both ministers and people. We cannot keep up too 
high a standard, especially in regard to prayer. I 
fear in this matter that Friends are less in the life 
than formerly. The highest standard in seeking 
Girection in prayer will not hinder the frequency of 
vocal petitions; but if we ask vocally for more 
than our Father directs, we are likely to weaken 
the faith of the hearers in prayer. 

‘¢Many mission workers and evangelists, who 
know nothing of our principles, are an example to 
us in the large amount of time they spend in prayer 
and communion and meditation on Scripture, in 
preparation for service, as well as for their own 
feeling and strengthening ; thus putting themselves 
in a position to receive definite guidance. A few 
months ayo a great awakening took place in a 
northern university. Many of the students deter- 
mined to spend the vacation time in going to other 
cities to tell other young men of the good tidings 
of the kingdom of Christ. Some of them, in con- 
versation with a member of our Society, men- 
tioned incidentally that they did not arrange before 
they went to a meeting what subject they should 
take. ‘They were always prayerfully searching the 
Scriptures, getting permeated with Scripture truth, 
and they were therefore prepared to place them- 
selves in the hands of the Lord (just as Friends 
have been accustomed to do), that He might direct 
the word which should be carried straight to the 
hearts of the hearers. It is not simply that it must 
be the right way to trust to the highest wisdom in 
matters of such vast importance; but it is the most 
delightful way to rest in a strength and wisdom, by 
the side of which our shortsightedness and weak- 
ness are miserable indeed. I have often felt that 
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the experience of a Christian merchant, who in his 
lifetime was well known in the Christian world, is 
of much value for Friends. He related it in a 
company of ministers. After asking them what 
was the greatest need they felt as a qualification for 
preaching (I believe the answer that most of them 
gave was that they lacked ‘power’ in their ministry), 
he told them he was once asked to occupy a pulpit 
in a large church in Scotland. If I remember 
rightly, he was then not much accustomed to ad- 
dress such large gatherings. For many days he 
cried to the Lord that he might be enabled to exalt 
Jesus, seeking to know what subject he should take ; 
but no answer came till the day on which he was 
to preach. Then the answer came with power, 
‘ Thou shalt not exalt My Son, J will exalt Him.’ 
He went to the meeting still with no word in his 
heart for the people. I think there was some 
opening exercise, probably a hymn, and then the 
merchant threw himself on his knees, and the con- 
gregation bowed also. A deep solemnity spread 
over the company, and all remained in silent prayer 
for an hour. At the end of this time, when he 
lifted his face, he observed the whole congregation 
deeply solemnized, and many bathed in tears. God 
had fulfilled His promise, He had exalted His Son.”’ 


Little comment can, or need, be made, within 
our present space, on the above. Spiritual guidance 
may, when prayerfully sought, be obtained in the 
united forethought of Friends as to a generally ac- 
cepted liberty, as well as in regard to individual 
performance of duty. God is not the author of 
confusion, but of order. What appears to be the 
outcome of the exercise of many members of our 
body on this question is, that our public meetings 
for worship, at least on the mornings of the First- 
day of the week, should be held without any pre- 
arrangement of vocal service; silent waiting being 
the approved preparation for ascertaining ‘‘ the 
mind of Truth’’ as to what will be acceptable to 
Him. This absence of prearrangement certainly 
includes no prohibition of obedience to a special 
impression of duty, either to repeat passages of 
Scripture from memory, or to read them from the 
Book. Under the varying circumstances of mission 
meetings, or of those whose members are largely un- 
educated, or where for a long time there is no vocal 
ministry, it may be safely believed that no better 
course exists for the solution of such a problem in its 


own place and time, than simply to ‘‘ take if to the 
Lord in prayer.” 


in establishing the New Covenant, the Lord Jesus 
did not institute any outward rite or ordinance ob- 
ligatory on the church. His baptism is the baptism 
with the Holy Ghost and with fire. He is Himself 
the bread of life. The eating of His body and the 
drinking of His blood are not an outward act, but 
‘a spiritual reality. His presence with His church 
is not to be by symbol or representation, but in the 
real communication of His own Spirit. It is there. 
fore the judgment of this meeting, in accordance 
with the well-known principles of the Society of. 
Friends, that no one can be acknowledged or re- 
tained in the position of minister or elder amongst 
us, who continues to participate in or advocate the 
necessity of the outward rite ot Baptism or the 
Supper, neither can we approve ministers coming 


from other Yearly Meetings, who teach these doc. 
trines.”’ 
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The meeting on Ministry and Oversight assembled 
at 10 A, M. Sixth-day, Eleventh mo. 6th—about 60 
present. Several prayed for the Lord’s guidance in 
the important matters to be considered, and for the 
outpouring of His Spirit ; also on behalf of those absent 
on account of sickness, especially F. T. King. 

M. W. Thomas desired that we might “ know what 
is the exceeding greatness of His power to usward 
who believe.” 

J. B. Crenshaw : Let us remember our nothingness, 
and that it is As power alone that can accomplish 
anything. 

The following is the substance of the exercises: The 
character of a meeting is an index of the condition of 
the membership. Meeting together is not simply a 
testimony to our dependence on God and our grati- 
tude to Him, but also an opportunity for service, and 
fails in its object unless the members really ‘ wait for 
and act under the ability which God giveth,” Much 
more power is given than is used, There is too great 
a tendency, both among ministers and others, to ex- 
pect the Lord’s power to be manifested in one or two 
persons, instead of expecting many to be used. Are 
we each careful to wait upon the Lord as our servants 
wait on us, as well as wait to hear His voice? A 
failure on the part of one throws more work upon 
others, or hampers them, Gratitude was expressed for 
the unity and love throughout the Yearly Meeting. 
No one should settle their minds that they have nothing 
to do, except in their usual line of service, An un- 
usual exercise often makes the most impression, 

Dr. J.C. Thomas deprecated the necessity of dis- 
cussing the ordinances, there being, he believed, entire 
unity on the subject throughout the Yearly Meeting ; 
but it was forced upon us by the action of others, cir- 
culating tracts, etc., in opposition to Friends’ views. 

A committee was appointed to prepare a suitable 
minute and present it to a future sitting. 

Jehu and Sarah W, Newlin laid before the meeting 
a concern to visit London and Dublin Yearly Meet- 
ings, and most of the meetings composing them, and 
if way opened for it, the meetings on the Continent 
and jn Palestine. The concern being a very important 
one, a committee was appointed to confer with J, and 
S. W. Newlin, and report to a future sitting. 

The Yearly Meeting met in separate session at 4 
P.M. The Clerk, Francis T. King, being absent on 
account of sickness, Dr, James C, Thomas was called 
to the desk, and a minute adopted, expressing regret 
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BatTimorE YEARLY MEETING, at its session just 
held, passed, without a dissenting voice, the follow- 
ing important Minute, corroborating those adopted 
by our other Yearly Meetings : 


‘<It continues to be our settled conviction that 
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THE FRIENDS’ 


at the absence of our dear friend, who has served as 
Clerk so acceptably for many years, 

The usual routine opening business was gone through 
with, including the appointment of a committee to ex- 
amine and settle the Treasurer’s account, and a com- 
mittee to prepare endorsements to be placed on the 
minutes of ministers from other Yearly Meetings. 
These are fewer than usual, the only ministers present 
with minutes being Asa Folger, from Kansas; Mary 
C. Woody, from North Carolina; Jesse and Mary E 
Edwards, from Oregon. 

At the conclusion of the meeting it was announced 
that tea would be served in the basement of the meet- 
ing-house each evening of the Yearly Meeting for all 
Friends who would like to stay to the night meetings ; 
which has been found to be a great convenience, and 
affords more time for committees, 

The Representative meeting convened at 8 P, M., 
and after a short session adjourned to take part in the 
Devotional Meeting in the-other room. 

Seventh-day.—The usual Devotional Meetings at 
8.30 A. M. and 4 P. M. were held to satisfaction. 

The Business session at 10 A. M. was occupied chiefly 
in hearing the epistles from other Yearly Meetings, 
which were thought to be of more than usual excel- 
lence, and a large committee was appointed to pre- 
pare epistlesin reply. 

Men Friends then adjourned to the large room in 
joint session with women Friends, The report of the 
Miles White Beneficial Association was read, showing 
a considerable disbursement during the past year for 
religious, educational and ‘charitable objects. Much 
satisfaction was expressed with the disposition made. 

The report of the Peace Association was read, and 
deep interest was expressed by many, and the usual 
appropriation was directed to be forwarded to the 
Treasurer, M. M, White. 

The report of the Committee on Education was then 
taken up and discussed with earnestness, and a com- 
mittee appointed to nominate a new committee of 10 
from Baltimore and 2 from each of the other Monthly 
Meetings to devise the best practicable means for pro- 
moting education throughout the Yearly Meeting, and 
to receive voluntary contributions, to be applied in 
—s either schools, or individuals, as the donor may 

irect. 

At the conclusion of tle meeting the Yearly Meet- 
ing on Ministry and Oversight assembled, and adopted 
a minute reaffirming our views on the so-called ordi- 
nances, 

At 8 Pp, M, there was a public meeting on Home Mis- 
sions, John R. Cary, Secretary. The question box 
called forth many interesting and instructive answers 
and useful hints as to how to interest the children in 
the lessons, how to get them to study them at home, 
&c., how to gain such an influence over them as to 
draw them to Christ, At the conclusion J. R. Cary 
gave an account of the savings bank establisked in 
connection with the mission at Federal Hill, Balti- 
more, about seventeen months ago, which has received 
$6500 in sums ranging from five cents upwards, and 
told how very often these small savings had enabled 
the poor to tide over times of sickness or loss of work, 
without being dependent on charity. The amount now 
on hand is deposited in chartered savings banks 
paying 3 and 4 per cent. interest. 

First-day.—There were two large Bible classes at 10 
A. M. and meetings for worship at II A, M. and 3.30 
and 8 p, M., where the gospel was preached with power 
by Hannah W. Smith, Ruth S. Murray, John B. Cren- 
shaw, Dr. Jas. C. Thomas, Dr. L. D. Johnson, and others. 
Some of the ministers also attended the usual meetings 
at the Federal Hill Mission, and realized the Lord’s 


REVIEW. 


251 


blessing. The rainy weather prevented a large attend- 
ance, 

Second-day.—The annual devotional meetings at 8.30 
A. M, and 4 P. M. were lively and interesting, and at the 
latter there were not seats enough for all. At the 10 A, 
M. business session the Queries were considered. The 
chief concern in the men’s meeting was in relation to 
our testimony to a free gospel ministry; free, as not 
bought ; free, as untrammelled by being restricted to 
an order of clergy, or by pre-arrangement to one man; 
free, in that all are waiting and expecting to be used 
in some way by the Lord, and finally, free in not being 
hampered by the lack of means to send forth laborers 
whom the Lord may call away from home as evange- 
lists. The minute of the meeting on Ministry and 
Oversight in relation to the ordinances was read and 
adopted by a large expression and without a dissent- 
ing voice, although any suggestion to alter or amend 
was cordially invited. There was evidently entire 
unity on the subject. 

At 8 Pp, M. there was a public meeting on Foreign 
Missions, addressed by Laura Winston, who is about 
to go out to Mexico in behalf of Friends’ Mission 
there,—by Anna B. Thomas in behalf of the mission 
on Mt. Lebanon, and by Dr. L. D. Johnson, in behalf 
of his mission to Africa. 

Third-day, 10 A. M—Men and women assembled 
in joint session. The London General Epistle was 
read and the usual number ordered to be printed for 
distribution, The Pastoral Committee presented a 
very full and satisfactory report of their work for the 
past year. It has consisted largely in visiting and 
building up of some of the small, outlying meetings, 
and much blessing has rested on their labors. The 
members in Loudon county, Va., made an appeal for 
aid in building a meeting-house for the meeting about 
to be re-established there. 

A Committee on Education was named, as previous- 
ly determined, and fully united with. It was decided 
to raise a permanent fund, the income to be devoted 
to educational purposes, and many small subscriptions 
were handed in at the close of the meeting. The re- 
port of the Committee on Home Missions was read, 
embracing many of the points brought out in the pub- 
lic meeting the previous night. The Foreign Mission 
Report manifested continued interest in the work, and 
rather larger receipts than the previous year. $500 
had been contributed to the Mexican Mission through 
Indiana Friends, and $150 in supperting a school on 
Mt. Lebanon. The statistical report was read, show- 
ing a small increase in membership the past year. Dr. 
L. D. Johnson presented the proposal of Iowa Yearly 
Meeting for the formation of an American Mission 
Board, which was referred to a committee. 

Jesse and Mary Edwards gave a brief account of 
the settlement of Friends in Chehalem, Oregon, and 
made an appeal for aid. in establishing a school of high 
grade, which was responded to after meeting in sundry 
small amounts, Besides the usual large and interest- 
ing devotional meetings at 8.30 A.M. and 4P. M., there 
was a consecration meeting at 8 P. M., crowding the 
lower room of the meeting-house. The whole meeting 
of two hours was occupied with short, living testimo- 
nies and prayers, principally from the younger mem- 
bers, and several received definite blessings. 

(To be concluded.) 


How guarded should we be when we speak to 
the unhappy, whose sorrow and dejection are apt 
to dispose the heart to interpret in an unkind and 
bitter sense, every expression that does not breathe 
the greatest gentleness and affection. 
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THE FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 


THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON. 


FOURTH QUARTER 
Eleventh month agth, 1885 
HEZEKIAH’S PRAYER ANSWERED. II Ki. xx. r—17. 


Gotpen Text.—The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble.— 
pa, we: 2. 


LESSON Ix. 


The events mentioned in this lesson occurred either | 


during the invasion of Sennacherib, or else imme- 
diately after it. It seems probable that the weight 
of anxiety through which Hezekiah had passed 
may have been a provoking cause of his illness. 
See Stanley’s History of the Jewish Church. 

1. Jn those days was Hezekiah sick unto death— 
sick of a disease which in the natural course of 
events would have proved mortal. According to a 
Jewish tradition, Hezekiah had up to this time be- 
lieved himself to be the wonderful child prophesied 
of during his father’s reign by Isaiah. (Is. vii. 
14—25, inthe R. V.) And this sickness was the 
first intimation to him that he was mortal. —Sfam/ey. 
Thus saith the Lord, Set thine house in order. 
This was most important, for up to this time (pos- 
sibly for the reason first stated) Hezekiah appears 
to have paid no attention to making provision for 
a successor. Cf. v. 6 with ch. xxi. i. For thou 
shalt die and not live. What a message this must 
have been in Hezekiah’s circumstances! His 
country was either at the moment invaded by the 
host of Assyria, or at any rate had only just been 
delivered from it. He had no children to leave 
behind him. The darkness of the grave was be- 
fore him, with nothing to cheer him, for in 
common with the prevailing belief of the time he 
regarded death as the end of existence. Is. xxxviii. 
17—I9. 

2. Zhen he turned his face to the wall—away 
from those who were present, in order that he 
might pray more freely and collectedly.—Zange. 

3. Remember now how I have walked before thee 
in truth and with a perfect heart. Vong life was a 
distinctive blessing of the old covenant. See Ex. 
xx. 12; I Ki. iii. 11; Ps. xci. 14—16; Prov. iii. 2. 
And Hezekiah, conscious of the honesty of his in- 
tentions to serve God fully, felt that he had not 
deserved to be cut off in the prime of his days, at 
an age little, if any, greater than that attained by 
his wicked father. And Hezekiah wept sore. Heb., 
‘with a great weeping.”’ 

4. Afore Isaiah was gone out into the middle 


court. R. V. «Into the middle part of the city.” | 


It seems, however, to refer to the centre court, 
around which, as is usual in Eastern cities, the 
palace was built. 

5. Zurn again. The answer was immediate. 
The captain of my people. R. V. ‘The prince of 
my people.” Jhave heard thy prayer, &c. Here 
is an instance in which the Lord changed his pur- 
pose in answer to the prayer of his servant. . Cf, I 
Sam. vii. 9; Ps. xxii. 24; Ixvi. 19; Jon. il. 2; 
Acts x. 31. On the third day thou shalt go up into 
the house of the Lord. The cure was to be rapid, 
and a set time was fixed. 

6. And I will add unto thy days fifteen years. 
As Hezekiah reigned 29 years in all, this fixes the 








date of his sickness in his 14th or 15th year; i. ¢,, 
just about the time of Sennacherib’s invasion, Ang 


| J will deliver thee, &c. From this expression we 


would suppose that the danger from Assyria was 
then threatening, but it may have been only a 
promise of future safety from an enemy who had 
so recently oppressed them. Cf. Is. xxxvii. 35. 

7. And Isaiah said, Take a lump of figs. This 
is a common remedy for boils in the East to day, 
It was not in itself an adequate remedy for so se. 
vere a carbuncle as this one; but like the loaves 
and fishes with which Christ fed the multitude, it 
had a tendency towards the result desired, and no 
doubt served as a valuable aid to Hezekiah’s faith, 
whilst the cure itself remained distinctly the work 
of the Lord. 

8. And Hezekiah said, What shall be the sign? 
He showed faith in this request, even as his father 
Ahaz showed unbelief and indifference in refusing 
to ask forasign. See Is. vii. r1—13. 

9. Shall the shadow go forward ten degrees? 
Hezekiah was given the choice of two signs. The 
‘¢ ten degrees’’ are literally ‘‘ ten steps.” It seems 
most probable to us that the dial was a column with 
circular steps surrounding it. ‘*This column cast 
the shadow of its top at noon upon its uppermost, 
and morning and evening upon the lowest step.” — 
Knobel. 

10. Let the shadow return backward. He chose 
what seemed the hardest that the proof might be 
clearer. ‘‘ The retrograde movement of the shadow 
indicated that Hezekiah’s life, which had already 
arrived at its close by natural means, was to be put 
back by a miracle of divine omnipotence’ so that 
it might contiue for another series of years.—<eil. 


11. By which it had gone down in the dial of 
Ahaz. Ahaz, who was a great lover of foreign 
objects of art, probably procured this dial from the 
Assyrians, who ‘‘ were the first to divide the day 
into twenty-four hours.” The question as to the 
mode by which the return of the shadow was 
brought about is one on which many opinions have 
been held. The older commentators almost with- 
out exception believed in an actual reversing of the 
earth’s axis; the most generally received opinions 
now are that it was caused either by an eclipse of 
the sun or by some extraordinary refraction of the 
sun’s rays in the higher regions of the atmosphere. 

12. At that time Berodach-Baladan, the son of 
Baladan, king of Babylon. Babylon is here first 
distinctly mentioned in Sacred History. The great 
empire of Nineveh had for a long period over- 
shadowed and even rendered tributary her Chal 
dean neighbor, but the inscriptions show that just 
at this time Baradach-Baladan, a native Chaldean 
prince, had rebelled against Assyria and made him- 
self king of Babylon.—Smith’s Bible Dict. Sent 
letters and a present unto Hezekiah. One object of 
this visit was to inquire, with the curiosity about 
astronomy natural to the Chaldeans, as to the won- 
derful sign, II Chr. xxxii. 31, but undoubtedly the 
main object was to make sure of Hezekiah’s friend- 
ship. He being now a prince of great importance. 
II Chr. xxxii. 23. 
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13. Hezekiah hearkened unto them. His tempta- 
tion was (1) vanity ; see II Chr. xxxii. 25; (2) the 
need of an alliance against Assyria, and (3) the fact 
that this rising power of Babylon was the chief and 
most powerful enemy of Babylon. God allowed 
this temptation in order to try him and that He 
might know all that was in his heart. II. Chr. 
xxxii. 31.—Peloudbet. 

14. Zhen came Isaiah. He was as faithful to 
warn as he had been to comfort. 

17. All that ts in thine house... . shall be 
carried into Babylon. This was partly a result of 
what he had done, revealing to Babylon treasures 
worth their seeking so far to obtain.—Pe/oudet. 
The prophecy was fulfilled roo years later. Heze- 
kiah received this announcement with humility and 
repentance. II Chr. xxxii. 26, and we may believe 
that he was a better man and walked more closely 
with God the rest of his days, through this sorrow- 
ful experience. 


PRACTICAL THOUGHTS. 


1, Sickness and death are liable to come upon us 
at any time and most unexpectedly. As we ought 
to ‘*set our house in order ’’ in a worldly sense in 
time of health, so far more ought we to do so with 
our spiritual house. 

2. Hezekiah’s prayer was a prayer pleading 
God’s faithfulness to his promise. (See Prov. iii. 
1—4)—Peloubet. 

3. The answer was accompanied by the use of 
means. God works His miracles of healing quite 
as often through the use of His own God-given 
means as in any other way. 

4. Even a high and glorious experience does not 
raise us above the liability to temptation or the 
possibility of falling. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Ricumonp, Inprana, Tenth mo. 26th, 1885. 
The following was prepared for the Christian 
Worker, but the editor refused to publish it, and at my 
request he has returned it, Many Friends think it 
Important that the action of our Yearly Meetings 
should be explained and defended against the re- 
peated attacks of the Worker,; but as that paper de- 
clines to publish it, I send it to Friends’ Review as the 
most available method of getting the facts before some 

of those who have been misinformed by the Worker. 

T, NICHOLSON, 


A DEFENCE OF INDIANA YEARLY MEETING AND 
OTHERS. 


’ Last winter I became thoroughly dissatisfied with 
the general course and drift of the Christian Worker ; 
and after repeatedly and faithfully pointing out to its 
editor and some of its directors my objections (which I 
also knew were felt by many very thoughtful Friends) 
I have since given comparatively little attention to 
the paper. I have observed, however, that during the 
last four months, while claiming to agree with the So- 
ciety of Friends in its views upon the spirituality of the 
Gospel of Christ, it has arrayed itself in opposition to 
the action of our Yearly Meetings in their renewed 
declarations of faith in this matter, and their methods of 
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protecting their meetings and members against the in- 
roads of those holding the position of ministers in our 
Society, but whose teaching and practice in this regard 
are in direct opposition to Friends, 

The editorial in the last number (No, 43) is such a 
remarkable one, that I desire to call the attention of 
the editor, the directors and the readers of the paper 
to some of its inconsistencies. 

I have been informed that one of the directors re- 
cently stated that the paper would now come out 
very decidedly in opposition to the ordinances, as 
nearly all the Yearly Meetings had spoken so em- 
phatically upon this subject; that until now they were 
afraid to say much, for fear the paper would lose sub- 
scribers. In keeping with this, we find in the last 
issue: ‘ All the Yearly Meetings except Baltimore are 
now past, and we think the time has come for us to 
speak a few words.” 

The first paragraph contains a clear reaffirmation 
of views upon the ordinances, followed by, “ This 
view we think is held by nearly all Friends, not ex- 
cepting Ohio Yearly Meeting.” The second paragraph 
uses as strong language as that of any of the Yearly 
Meetings, whose action the editor criticises and op- 
poses in regard to the course of certain ministers who 
“have taken the liberty to teach contrary to the es- 
tablished doctrines held by Friends on the ordinances, 
and to their action we must trace primarily the present 
excitement in the church. We do not think their 
course can be considered reformatory, but is revolu- 
tionary.” Paragraph third is apologetic and explana- 
tory. In paragraphs four and five these self-evident 
propositions are stated and admitted: “ A reaffirma- 
tion of Friends’ views on the ordinances by any Yearly 
Meeting in which there existed an emergency for doing 
so was doubtless wise.” ‘To enact laws necessary 
for the maintenance of its doctrines is unquestionably 
the prerogative of a Yearly Meeting.” But when 
Yearly Meetings ave reaffirmed their views, and 
have enacted necessary laws to maintain their doc- 
trines, the regulations must sot be enforced / In para- 
graph six we find this statement : “ Friends who travel 
with credentials properly signed should be recognized 
by all meetings where they go.” So then these revo- 
lutionists, “these ministers who teach contrary to the 
established doctrines held by Friends,” if they have 
credentials properly signed, must be recognized, their 
minutes read, even ii they are five years old—meet- 
ings must be appointed for them, and the fellowship 
of the church extended to them! We are informed 
that after the revolutionist bas done the mischief he 
came to do, them he “ may be stopped.” So, too, we 
may lock the stable after the horse is stolen, but the 
wise man acts on other principles. Our Yearly Meet- 
ings have acted wisely, the Christian Worker to the 
contrary notwithstanding. They believe in the in- 
herent right of every organization to protect itself from 
internal as well as external disorganizers. 

In paragraph seven we find the following: “Sub- 
sequent events and further consideration have con- 
firmed our first impressions that the calling together of 
Indiana and Western Representative Meetings so near 
the time of Yearly Meetings was not wise. We saw 
no sufficient emergency to require hasty action.” 

It is well we have more faithful watchmen on our 
walls, and those who not only sound the alarm, but 
who have the courage to defend the church, The 
Christian Worker first assailed the action of New 
York Yearly Meeting. Let us consider the facts that 
we may see whether there was a “sufficient emer- 
gency” to require action, Two of the ministers “to 
whose action we must trace primarily the present ex- 
citement and whose course is revolutionary,” quoting 
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from the Worker, came last spring into the limits of In- 
diana Yearly Meeting; ina discourse in one of our 
meeting-houses advocated the observance of the ordi- 
nances, and refused to desist when requested to do so 
by a Friend, united with others in another place of 
worship in the same town in partaking of the “em- 
blems.” Subsequently one of them—one of these 
“ revolutionists ’—returned, attended one of our Quar- 
terly Meetings, presented his credentials, which were 
read and minuted, and then he appointed a number of 
meetings in Friends’ meeting-houses in that Quarter. 
Some Friends who knew of his antecedents were dis- 
satisfied, but were fearful they could not, in good 
order, object to receiving his minute, nor decline to 
appoint meetings for him, While he was still holding 
meetings within our limits a call was made for the 
convening of the Representative Meeting to take steps 
to protect our meetings and members from such in- 
fluences—which the editor admits “is unquestionably 
the prerogative of a Yearly Meeting.” If this was not 
“a sufficient emergency ” to require action, pray what 
Overt action should we wait tor? If such conduct on 
the part of a minister is revolutionary, what was the 
duty of the Representative Meeting when it would be 
four months before the time of Yearly Meeting ? 

The attendance of members for a called meeting 
was unusually large, only four less than were present 
at the regular meeting during Yearly Meeting. Every 
Quarterly Meeting was represented, and the min- 
ute waited with, and when the proceedings of the Rep- 
resentive Meeting, including the minute, were read in 
the Yearly Meeting they were, at least in Men’s Meet- 
ing, approved without a dissenting voice. I think ¢hés 
“subsequent event” conclusively demonstrates that 
the action of Indiana Yearly Meeting was wise. 

Now as to New York Yearly Meeting. At the same 
time ome of these revolutionists was making inroads 
upon owr territory, the other (unknown, however, to In- 
diana Friends, hence there was no concert of action as 
has been charged) was in New York and attended that 
Yearly Meeting. 

Some Friends there had knowledge of his departure 
from the faith, and instead of reading his certificate, it 
was referred to a committee nominated, who had an 
interview with the minister, which had developed the 
fact that he held views contrary to the declaration of 
faith of New York Yearly Meeting, and the committee 
reported adversely to accepting his credentials or ac- 
knowledging him as an accepted minister. 

If this action was disrespectful to his meeting, what 
term shall we apply to the action of his Monthly Meet- 
ing in giving him a certificate to attend that Yearly 
Meeting ? 

If the Worker had uttered three months ago the sen- 
timents expressed in the first and second sections of 
last week’s editorial instead of opposing the action of 
New York and Indiana Yearly Meetings, in all prob- 
ably Ohio Yearly Meeting would have been enabled 
to adopt a minute in harmony with those of other 
Yearly Meetings upon this subject. 

And in conclusion, I will say, if the sentiment ex- 
pressed in the editorial alluded to, relative to the unwise 
course of some of the Yearly Meetings, is also the sen- 
timent of a majority of the Directors of the Publishing 
Association of Friends, it is quite time the 98 per cent. 
of Friends in America were arranging with a periodi- 
cal that will loyally and correctly represent their 
views, TimoTHy NICHOLSON, 


New Garpen, N. C., Eleventh mo. sth, 1885, 
The many readers of Friends’ Review who are in- 
terested in Friends’ School at New Garden, N. C., 
will be gratified to know that the work of building is 


rapidly progressing. The boys’ dormitory is nearly 
ready for the roof, and we confidently expect it to be 
ready for use by the opening of next term—about mid. 
winter, The building is about 9ox4o feet, and will 
afford excellent accommodations for study and lodg. 
ing. The new school house will not be commenced 
till spring. JOsEPH Moore, 


ITEMS. 


THREE persons were lately arrested in Philadelphia 
and placed under $300 bail for profanity on a street 
corner, under a law of the city which imposes a fine of 
$100 or three months’ imprisonment, or both, for the 
offence. 


As was expected, the Grand Jury of Wyoming re» 
ported no bill against the 16 persons arrested for the 
massacre of the Chinese at Rock Springs. On their 
return to their homes the rioters received an ovation, 
Does our Government wish that to be regarded as a 
specimen of American justice ? 


Joun WESsLEy himself was by no means inclined 
to take steps to bridge over the gulf between the ex- 
position of the Scriptures by laymen and preaching, 
and he was caused much anxiety when one of his “ lay 
helpers” took to preaching. Hurrying from Bristol 
to London to interfere in the matter, he was warned by 
his saintly mother: “Take care what you do with re- 
spect to that young man, for he is as surely called to 
preach as ;you are,” and, after taking Mrs, Wesley's 
advice to “examine the fruits” of the layman’s 
preaching, the great leader sanctioned the new de- 
parture, To-day there are 14,721 of these accredited 
Wesleyan lay, or local, preachers.— Zhe (London) 
Christian, 

ANDREW CARNEGIE, the iron manufacturer of Pitts- 
burg, nas erected a large building for a library and 
meeting-place for the men in his employ, at a cost of 
over $25,000, 


AUTUMN LEAVES. 


O swaying wreaths of red and brown, 
O yellow, drifting leaves! 

No more the ripening rays come down, 
The birds have left the eaves, 


The tuneful songs of joy are fled, 
Alone ye shivering stay ; 

The sunshine of the year is dead, 
The summer passed away. 


And one by one, neath clouding sky, 
Ye too must [surely go, 

Till forest-paths’in silence lie 
Beneath the shrouding snow, 


Not vainly, when the moon was high, 
Ye bowed in shadow deep, 
Embracing all caressingly 
The children’s holy sleep. 


Not vainly now ye patient fade 
In quiet autumn hour, 
The woodland sod anew to aid 
Through nature’s mystic power, 


What matter though earth’s wintry bands 
May seem to hold you still, 
If but the Master understands 
That ye have worked His will? 
—The Quiver. 
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A MOTHER’S PRAYER. 


A little hand, within my own 
I hold, 

More precious 'tis than silver, gems, 
Or gold. 


White, dimpled, soft, it nestles 
*Neath my arm, 

As if once sheltered there, ’twere safe 
From harm, 


Oh ! darling little hand, that clings 
To mine, 

Oh, loving, trustful eyes, that 
Softly shine, 


You look to me for all that love 
Can give, 

Will look to me so long as both 
Shall live, 


I feel my great unfitness for 
The task; 

More patience, Lord, more gentleness, 
I ask, 


More love, with which to teach thy 
Love divine ; 

Less faith in my own strength, much more 
In thine. 


Moré courage, faith, and hope to point 
The road, 
That narrow road, and straight, which leads 
To God, 
—Selected, 


THE MASTER’S QUESTIONS. 


Have ye looked for sheep in the desert, 
For those who have missed their way ? 
Have ye been in the wild waste places, 
Where the lost and wandering stray ? 
Have ye trodden the lonely highway, 
The foul and darksome street ? 
It may be ye’d see in the gloaming 
The print of wounded feet. 


Have ye folded home to your bosom 
The trembling, neglected lamb, 
And taught to the little lost one 
The sound of the shepherd's name? 
Have ye searched for the poor and needy, 
With no clothing, no home, no bread ? 
The Son of Man was among them, 
He had nowhere to lay his head, 


Have ye carried the living water 
To the parched and thirsty soul? 
Have ye said to the sick and wounded, 
“ Christ Jesus makes thee whole?” 
Have ye told My fainting children 
Ot the strength of the Father's hand ? 
Have ye guided the tottering footsteps 
To the shore of the “Golden Land ?” 


Have ye stood by the sad and weary 
To smooth the pillow of death? 
To comfort the sorrow-stricken, 
And strengthen the feeble faith ? 
And have ye felt, when the glory 
Has streamed through the open door 
And flitted across the shadows, 
That I had been there before? 
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Have ye given the cup of water 
To the famishing soldier-man, 
Who, dying on fields of slaughter, 
Belonged to the opposite clan? 
Have ye learned to forgive your foes? 
To breathe a prayer to Me 
That those who against ye rose 
Might soon their error see ? 


Have ye wept with the broken-hearted 
In their agony of woe? 

Ye might hear Me whispering to you, 
“Tis the path I often go!” 

My disciples, brethren, friends, 
Can ye dare to follow Me? 

Then wherever the Master dwelleth, 


There shall the servant be! — Selected. 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—Advices from Europe 
are to the 16th inst, 

GreaT Britain.—W. E. Gladstone visited Edin- 
burgh last week. He was welcomed by a great crowd, 
and delivered a speech in which he said that the Irish 
question is assuming a new position, as not now one 
of cruel grievances, these having been mainly re- 
moved, The Irish, however, still feel that one griev- 
ance remains concerning the management of their 
own country as opposed to imperial government. The 
electorate of Ireland was formerly so limited that its. 
utterances could not be considered the voice of the 
nation ; but now it is as well qualified in that respect 
as those of England and Scotland. Ireland must be 


| expected to demand large powers of self-government ; 


but assuming that nothing will be demanded that 
would endanger the unity of the empire, any claim 
deliberately and constitutionally made should be 
treated with careful attention, To stint Ireland in 
powers necessary or desirable for managing purely 
Irish matters is a great error. In another speech at a 
public meeting, he discussed the question of church 
disestablishment, although he considered it not one of 
immediate necessity, but which became practical only 
when it should have grown familiar to the public 
mind by thorough discussion, and should have won 
general consent and approval, Observing the great 
and increasing development, in the last fifty years, 
within the Church of England, of the powers of volun- 
tary support, and the increase of its spiritual and social 
strength contemporaneously with abridgments of its. 


‘prerogatives, he believed that if the modification pro- 


posed should be hereafter accomplished, the vitality 
of the Church would prove equal to the needs of the 
occasion. Disestablishment in Scotland is a question 
the Scotch people should deal with when the proper 
time arrives, which he thinks is not yet. The questions 
requiring the first attention of Parliament are the re- 
form of the land laws, the reform of the procedure of 
Parliament, the completion of the Reform bill, and the 
settlement of the imperial relation toward Ireland ; 
and these should not be thrust aside, 

The depression which has existed for some time in 
the ship-building trade on the Clyde is becoming very 
serious, So many men are out of employment that 
the relief committees find it difficult to supply even 
food for their families, So great is the distress, that 
recently 44 “stowaways” were found on one vessel 
about to sail for America, 

The Duke of Westminster and Lord Tollemache 
have given public notice that they will provide small 
holdings for laborers on their estates, 

FRANCE,—The Chambers opened on the toth inst. 
M, Floquet was elected President of the Chamber of 
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Deputies. The elections for Bureau officials in the | MEMOIR OF MARY ANNA LONGSTRETH 
Chamber resulted in favor of the Republicans. 


The municipal authorities of Paris have adopted a 
resolution in favor of amnesty for political prisoners, 
which will shortly be presented to the Chambers, 

GERMANY.—The Foreign Minister has informed the 
French Foreign Minister that the proposed interna- 
tional exhibition at Berlin in 1888 will be abandoned 
if one is to be held at Paris in 1889. 

BULGARIA AND SERVIA,—A dispatch from Belgrade 
to London on the 14th stated that King Milan had in- 
formed the Powers that Servia had declared war 
against Bulgaria because the latter arbitrarily attacked 
a position held by his troops in Servian territory oppo- 
site the Bulgarian frontier. He also issued a procla- 
mation, reciting various complaints against Bulgaria, 
and saying that he adopts the policy of open hostility 
forced upon him by Bulgaria, Prince Alexander of 
Bulgaria has sent a circular to the Powers, complain- 
ing that the Servian agent in Bulgaria withheld for 
eight hours the notification of Servia’s declaration of 
war; denying that Bulgarians violated the Servian 
frontier ; and charging the blame upon Servia for re- 
cent events. The Servian army invaded Bulgaria on 
the 14th in three divisions, intended to concentrate on 
Sofia, the capital. Skirmishes occurred at different 
points, It was announced that Bulgaria would remain 
onthe defensive, and had asked Turkey for assistance. 

On the 15th an engagement took place near Rapt- 
cha, in which the Servians were victorious, They were 
advancing toward Sofia. 


The Turkish Ministry has submitted to the Sultan a 


draft of the Porte’s reply to Prince Alexander's re- 
quest for assistance. It says that the Prince encouraged 
a Servian attack by breaking the Treaty of Berlin. 
The Porte has addressed to the Powers a circular note 
touching the situation in the Balkans. The orth 
German Gazette says that the declaration of war be- 
tween Servia and Bulgaria will not alter the prospects 
of the Balkan Conference. 

INDIA AND BURMAH,—The British naval forces on 
the Irawaddy have captured King Theebaw’s war ves- 
sel, and are proceeding with it up the river. A steamer 
sent to Mandalay to bring away the Europeans de- 
tained by the Burmese government, was forbidden to 
leave, but succeeded in escaping under a heavy fire, 
with the British on board, Other Europeans are still 
detained. 

BRITISH AMERICA.—Louis Riel, the leader. of the 
half-breed rebellion last year in the Northwest Terri- 
tory, was hung on the 16th inst. at Regina, on sentence 
for high treason. Strenuous efforts had been made to 
obtain a pardon or commutation, but without effect. 
The French Canadians, in Montreal and Quebec, were 
much excited on account of his execution, and serious 
disturbances were feared, especially in the latter city. 

DomEsTIc.—A destructive fire occurred at Galves- 
ton, Texas, on the 13th. It broke out about 2 A, M. in 
a small foundry, between 15th and 16th streets, a few 
blocks from the northern or Bay side of the island, A 
fierce gale from the north drove the flames rapidly 
forward, and the houses being nearly all ot wood, their 
progress could not be checked, until 9.30 A. M., when 
it stopped within two blocks of the Gulf. Over 400 
houses were burned, almost all dwellings, most of 
them inhabited by poor persons, but including also 
some of the finest residences in the city. The business 
district lies west of this section, and was untouched. It 
is estimated that 1oou families are homeless, many of 
whom lost all they possessed. No lives are reported 
lost, and no serious accident. “Active measures for 
relief were at once taken, and the next day all were 
reported as temporarily sheltered, 





By an old pupil, with a sketch of her work for 
Hampton by Helen W. Ludlow. This interesting 


volume will be issued about the end of the present 
month. Price, one dollar. Orders may be sent to 


Henry Longstreth, No. 723 Sansom St., or, the Friends’ 


Institute, No. 1316 Filbert St., Philadelphia, 


A STATED MEETING of the Women’s Foreign 
Missionary Association of Friends of Philadelphia 


will be held at St. George’s Hall, Temperance Parlor, 
on Sixth-day, Eleventh mo. 27th, 1885, at 11 o'clock, 
A.M. ‘D. P. ATHERTON, Rec, Sec’y. 


THOS. H. M’COLLIN, 
Photographic Amateur Outfits 


FROM $10.00 UPWARDS. 
Lessons free to purchasers. Printing in silver and 


platinum from Amateur negatives. 


635 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 


Alice LEWIS, Agent for London Fviend, British 
Friend, and Friends’ Quarterly Examiner. Sub- 
scription for each, $1.50 per annum, 

The address of A. Lewis is now West Chester, 
Chester Co., Pa., instead of 1316 Filbert St., Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 15-1t 


NEW BOOKS. 
CHILDREN OF THE YEAR. 


By M. A. Lathbury. A series of most lovely heads 
by this popular artist combined with texts and poetical 
selections suited for the children. A book that cannot 
fail to make friends among the little people. 

Small 4to. 26 pp. 30 cts., post-paid. 
HIS ABIDING PRESENCE. 


By Helen P. Strong. An entirely new arrangemen- 
of texts and symbols in elegant colors and with select 
tions in prose and poetry suited to the texts. Just the 
book for a gift to a Christian friend. 

Small 4to. 26 pp. 30 cts., post-paid. 
WALKS WITH JESUS. 


By Mrs. S. J. Brigham. A series of 6 views in the 
Holy Land combined with flowers from the same. 
With charming selections from the best authors in 
poetry, suited to the view. A most beautiful gift for 
teacher or scholar. 

Small 4to. 26 pp. 30 cts., post-paid. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 
1512 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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OOK OF THE ISE AND 
EAUTIFUL, ONDERFUL 


—Poetry, Prose, Music, Art, Science, History, Famous 
Works of God, also of Man. Iitroduction by THOMAS 
CHASE, Lit. D., » Bog em, Com. on Revision N. 
Testament) ; richly Illustrated. 600 SUBJECTS. 
s $3.00. NW AND NOTHING LIKE IT. 
ACG average $75.00 per month. 
One sold 104 copies in 15 days in town of 500, another 10 
a day for 31 days; inexperienced boy made $55.00 first 
week, another ¥7e.% oS ’ or PRESENT. 
f ircular, or $1.50 for agent’s outfit. 
an JOHN C. WINSTON & CO., Philadelphia, Pa. 13-4 





The best Ankle Boot and Collar Pads are made of 
zinc and leather. Try them, 12-7t-eow 
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